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Upcoming Events, 
Classes, Shop 
Tours, and 
Symposiums 

Upcoming Events 
Monthly meeting times: Social Hour 
is 5:30-6:30, Club Business, Gallery, 
and Wood Raffle is 6:30-7:15, 
Demonstration is 7:30-9:00.  

Important Note: Even though a 
turning challenge is announced for a 
meeting, this does not mean that other 
items can’t be brought for the show & 
tell. Feel free to bring in what you’ve 
created and don’t feel you have to be a 
master turner to show off your work. 
Everyone has to start as a novice.  

The Turning Challenge for August’s 
meeting is Platters. 
 

This Month’s Featured 
Demonstrator: Bear 
Limvere 
Bear will be demonstrating “Rustic 
Candlesticks” – a trio out of one log. 
 
 

Ladies of the Lathe:  
July –  Sunday, July 31 at 9am. All 
interested females are welcome and 
encouraged to participate in the 
upcoming Ladies of the Lathe function 
in the basement at Rockler.  The store 
itself isn’t open that early on a Sunday, 
but just knock on the door and they will 
make sure you get in and downstairs 
for the workshop. 
 
September –  Tuesday, September 6th 
David Ellsworth will be having an 
afternoon panel on design followed 
with an evening demonstration. 
 

 

Upcoming Classes  
See FRW website @ 
www.frontrangewoodturners.org for 
details of upcoming classes listed 
below. 

• May thru November: Arrowmont 
School of Arts and Crafts  

Upcoming Symposiums 
August 26-28  – Texas Symposium 
SWAT 

David Nittmann is looking for an 
individual to share travel expenses and 
lodging at this symposium w/free entry 
as his trade show assistant (minimal 
duties). Driving: leave Aug 24 and 

return Aug 29. For more info, call him 
at 303-579-6744 or 
david@davidnittmann.com  

Great opportunity. Check out their 
presentation lineup online. 

September 10-11  – Rocky Mountain 
Woodturning Symposium 

November 18-20 –  The Wood 
Working Shows 

News 

Letter From the Holtus 
Family 
July 7, 2011 

Front Range Woodturners 

On behalf of the entire family of Pete 
Holtus, I want to express my deep 
appreciation on your latest endeavor to 
honor and remember Pete by 
renaming your Educational 
Opportunity Grant Fund to reflect his 
name.  How pleased he would be to 
know you are furthering one of his 
favorite missions.   

His legacy lives on through all your 
devoted members who love 
woodturning as he did.  He was so 
fortunate to have found such an 
exceptional group to join.   

Sincerely, 

Judy Holtus and family 

Trent Bosch Workshop 
In July 2011, courtesy of an FRW 
Educational Opportunity Grant, I had 
the pleasure of participating in this 
three-day workshop at Trent’s 
workshop co-located with his home 
north of Fort Collins.  It was an 
awesome experience, and one I would 
highly recommend for any skill level 
turner.  Brent is laid back and very 
flexible in his approach to enabling 
participants to stretch their artistic 
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horizons. With no more than five 
participants, there is plenty of 
opportunity for individual development, 
and Trent’s flexibility in teaching 
approach allows full freedom of 
expression and experimentation with 
his many “toys” that are generously 
shared with participants. Everyone 
turns on a full-size lathe, and a large 
VB-36 with extended bed is even 
available for the more adventurous. 

Viewing Trent’s 5 DVDs in our Library 
affords an idea of the breadth of his 
creativity, but actually using his many 
tools – some commercial and some 
shop-made - to create bowls, platters, 
and vessels with carving, burning, 
texturing, and finishing / coloring is 
even better at stimulating creative 
juices. Simply the intensity of an 8 to 5 
“immersion” in hands-on woodturning 
for three straight days, with 
participants of like interest and under 
Trent’s quiet but extremely effective 
leadership, results in a rapid increase 
in technical skills.  Having a relaxed 
lunch in his kitchen, served by Trent’s 
charming wife Sari, adds another 
touch of down-home hospitality that 
goes a long way to making the 
workshop thoroughly enjoyable.  Of 
course attending the Rocky Mountain 
Woodturning Symposium in Loveland 
on September 10-11, 2011 (normally 
MC’d by Brent) is also a mind-bending 
experience! 

Trent’s program focuses on reviewing 
basic skills throughout the three days, 
and then enabling individual 
development (“find your own voice in 
woodturning”) based on initial skill 
level of each participant.  Just hearing 
another turner experience a loud catch 
is heartwarming - makes one realize 
that one is not alone in causing a bowl 
or vessel to “blow-up.”  All wood is 
generously included (Trent cuts it as 
needed using his chainsaws and 24” 
5HP band saw), so a “blow-up” simply 
means that Trent hands the turner 
another chunk of wood to enable 
getting “back on the horse” right away.  
No-one gets frustrated for long with 
that kind of consideration and support! 

In sum – a thoroughly enjoyable 
experience, and highly recommended! 

Regards, 

Dave Hawley - Member, FRW 

Tips, Twists, and 
Turns 
Dave Best presented at the Utah 
Symposium how he turns his 
segmented Halloween Ornaments. He 
uses a tablesaw sled to cut 12 inch 
long staves to make a 13  segment 
(keeping with the Halloween theme) 
cylinder which he turns round and then 
cuts to appropriate lengths for the 
various styles of ornaments he makes. 
The following is a conceptual 
discussion of the sled and expansion 
chuck he uses along with the process. 

Figure 1 – End view of 13 piece stave 
constructed cylinder. Dave uses Ebony 
for the staves and an orange veneer 
between each stave. He prefers to use 
Chakte Viga. 

Figures 2 and 3 show the side view 
and end view of the tablesaw sled 
used to cut the staves.  

Use a digital gauge to determine the 
proper angle to use to make the sled 
and to set the sawblade for future use. 
For 13 segments, the angle is 13.85°. 

 

Figure 1 

 

 

Figure 2 

 

 

Figure 3 

The process he uses to turn an 
ornament is depepicted in Figures 4 
through 9. Start by mounting a block of 
wood in the chuck, Figure 4. Drill a ¾” 
diameter hole leaving a ¼” worth of 
material from the anticipated finish 
line, Figure 5. Hollow out the inside of 
the ornament to the desired shape and 
just to the bottom of the previously 
drilled hole, Figure 6. Remount the ¾” 
diameter drill bit and drill an additional 
1/8” depth, Figure 7. Shape the 
outside and what can be shaped next 
to the chuck/finish line, sand, and 
finish, Figure 8. Part from chuck and 
remount using the expansion chuck 
(description of chuck follows) which 
expands into the ¾” diameter by 1/8” 
deep hole machined, Figure 9. The 
ornament is to be tightened onto the 
expansion chuck before mounting the 
expansion chuck onto the lathe. 

Figures 10 through 15 depict the 
process of making an expansion 
chuck. The chuck could be made out 
of wood but he uses a block of nylon 
plastic and for the tapered piece, 
dimlon (sp) black plastic, a hard plastic 
that holds a screw well.  

Mount a Nylon Block in the chuck, drill 
a hole and tap for the particular size of 
lathe shaft, such as 1” x 8tpi, Figures 
10 and 11. Contour the outside as 
shown in Figure 11, leaving the 
expansion portion at ¾” diameter. Drill 
a hole through for a ¼” bolt. Drill 
another hole, 11/16” diameter as 
shown OR cut a taper into the same 
area, Figure 12. Tapering the hole 
would allow the black plastic to engage 
better while tightening. Slot the 
expansion shaft portion on the 
bandsaw, Figure 13. Mount a block of 
the dimlon (sp) and turn a taper of 
sufficient diameter to allow the 
expansion jaws to tighten into the ¾” 
diameter hole and then drill and tap to 
fit the ¼” x 20 bolt, Figure 14. Figure 
15 shows the completed expansion 
chuck. 

 
Figure 4 
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Figure 5 

 

 
Figure 6 

 

 
Figure 7 

 

 
Figure 8 

 

 
Figure 9 

 

 
Figure 10 

 
Figure 11 

 

 
Figure 12 

 

 
Figure 13 

 

 

Figure 14 

 

 
Figure 15 

 

Librarian’s 
Corner 
We have accounted for 2 of the 9 
missing Library items – still missing 
are 2 DVDs (KAN-1 and RAF-02 Copy 
2), 2 books (DAR-05, SAL-01), and 3 
magazines (WT197, WT203, and 
WT208).  It is important to bring these 
items back under control, so please 
look through your “stack” and return 
these items – the future openness of 
the Library sign-out process depends 
on it.  PLEASE SIGN OUT ITEMS 
YOU TAKE!!!     

We have several new Librarians – 
thanks to those who stepped forward – 
names of all Librarians will be posted 
on the Library cabinet starting with the 
August meeting.  

Five (5) new Artists are represented in 
the new offerings this month – 
Matthew Calder  (3 CDs on his egg 
and nurture forms), Simon Easton  
(book on woodburning), Doc Green  
(book on fixtures and chucks), Michael 
Hosaluk  (his first DVD set on his 
woodturning processes – kindly 
contributed by Chris Hoehle), and 
Betsy Sloan  (book on InLace 
techniques).  Each of these items is 
unique, and they collectively are 
wonderful new resources for the 
creative woodturner! 

Please note that the cut-off for the 
Wait List is the Sunday evening before 
meetings. 

Dave Hawley - FRW Librarian 
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Events of July 

Perpetual Turning 
 

 
 
John Chart  brought in this Aspen 
Vase for the Perpetual Turning. Ryan 
Howard  held the winning raffle ticket 
and made a bee line to get this turning. 

July’s Demo 
Bruce Perry modified his 
demonstration to include a discussion 
on AAW’s 26 point safety guidelines. 
He did do the egg turning and started 
another larger turning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Perry donated his demo fee 
back to the club for the Pete Holtus 
EOG Fund.  Our thanks to Bruce for 
his donation and the demo. 

 

Kid’s Spree 

 
The two days were filled with lots of 
intense concentration by those who 
were coloring the tops. Often noticed 
were kids in intense concentration 
while just observing the tops being 
colored by another, as these five girls 
are doing. 

 
Rick at the lathe. After making a top, 
he often made use of the small dowel 
left over by turning the tiniest top or 
goblet. When there was someone 
demonstrating at the lathe, a crowd 
was sure to follow! 
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Intensity with complete immersion, 
as noted by the tongue sticking 
out! 

 
Yes, the hand on the rest along with 
the chin steadying the forefinger… 
that’s the most controlled, at least 
according to this boy! 

 

Who’s more intense, the girl laying 
down the colors or the girl 
observing?  

 

Group Photo Sunday. 

 
KidsSpree Volunteers: 
  
Ron Ainge, Don Ainsworth, Roger 
Hanson, Warren Glover, Jeff 
Burke, Ron Howard, Jenny 
Howard, Ryan Howard, Rick 
Fleming, Laura Fleming, Ken 
Miller, Peggy Miller 
  
If I missed anybody, I apologize.  If 
I misspelled anyone's name, I 
apologize.  My thanks to all of you 
for showing up to carry on this 
Pete Holtus "give-back".  I know it 
would mean a lot to Pete, it means 
a lot to Pete's family, and it means 
a bunch to me as well. 
  
Two very hot days - what's new?  
My count is roughly 1000 to 1100 
tops colored and given out to kids 
of many ages.  Having this many 
volunteers to staff the tent - makes 
the job much easier.  Again my 
sincere thanks to all of you. 
  
Next year:  the plan is to continue 
again next year, so I hope we can 
use many of you to turn tops this 
winter, and help again in Aurora 
next July.  My hope is that the 
"Ladies of the Lathe" members will 
do some top turning at the single 
demo lathe as well.  I am willing to 
do some very small classes on top 
turning if you want/or need help.   
Let me know. 
  
Again - Thank you all. 
  
Rick 
  
PS:  Laura - we all appreciate the 
popsicles.  Keep em coming. 

 

Instant Gallery 
Note:  Don’t forget to download the 
Instant Gallery information cards from 
the website. Click on Odds 'n' Ends 
and look under the Misc Forms section 
for the Show and Tell Information 
Cards. These cards help tell others 

pertinent information about your work. 
Please use them. There should still be 
cards at the meeting. Raise a stink if 
there aren’t any around.  

 

Beginner Challenge Winner: Larry 
Cook 

 
 
Intermediate Challenge Winner: Ron 
Kaemingk 
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Bill McCraw – Scandinavian Wedding 
Goblet w/captured rings out of 
Mahogany w/10 Coats of Shellac (from 
flakes) 
 

 
 

 
 
Bill McCraw – Segmented Bowl w/lid 
out of Figured Maple, Juniper, Cherry, 
Bubinga, Birch, and Walnut w/General 
Finishes Enduro-Var (Water based 
urethane) 
 

 
 

 
 
Fred Muzechenko – Eccentric turned 
bowl out of American Elm w/Hand 
Rubbed Shellac finish. 
 

 
 

 
 
Fred Muzechenko – Box Elder bowl 
w/Lacquer finish. 
 

 
 

 
 
John Chart – Aspen Vase. 
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Kevin Lynch – Silver Maple bowl 
w/Linseed and Bees Wax finish. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Larry Cook – Splay weed pot out of 
Honey Locust w/Red and Yellow Dye 
and Lacquer Sealer 4” x 2 ½” Dome 
inside to splay weeds. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Roper – “Bipolar Bowl” (smiling face 
on one side, frowning face on other 
side) out of Locust w/Generals Food 
Safe finish 3” x 9” 
 

 
 

 
 
Roper – Cherry Vessel with Ebony 
Finial 2” x 1” w/Wipe on Poly finish.  
 

 
 

 
 
Pat Scott – “Big Ass Ash Bowl” out 
of… Brown Ash w/thinned Salad Bowl 
finish 15” w/3/4” rim tapering down to 
3/8” wall thickness. 
 



FRONT RANGE WOODTURNERS 

Page 8

 
 

 
 
Pat Scott – “Bigger Ass Ash Bowl” out 
of Cherry…oh…um… Brown Ash 
w/thinned Salad Bowl finish 17 ½” D. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Pat Scott – Nested set of bowls out of 
Pine Burl w/Danish Oil finish. 15 ½”, 
11 ½”, & 8 ¾” 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Paul Stafford – Pine art form 
w/Crystalac finish. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Ron Kaemingk – Mahogany and 
Walnut bowl w/Poly finish. 
 

 
 

 
 
Tom Tedesco – Segmented “board” 
bowl out of several species, some 
unknown w/spray lacquer finish. 
 

 
 

 
 
Tom Tedesco – Lidded vessel out of 
“tree” burl picked up on side of road by 
Pete’s several years ago w/Stain and 
spray lacquer finish. 
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Vinny Luciani – Lidded finial vessel out 
of Cherry Burl w/Tung Oil finish. For 
Sale, make offer. 
 

Resources 
Jonathan Medina of Green Giant “Your 
Tree & Turf Professionals” has a 
variety of burls to choose from. His 
number is 303-564-9574 
 

Rockler  
Patronizing their store is the best 
“thank you” we can give Rockler for 
their generosity in letting us use their 
facilities for our ever-growing 
membership. Keep in mind that they 
keep the register open late on meeting 
nights just for us. Just be sure to 
complete any purchases no later than 
the mid-meeting break so these poor 
guys can start shutting down and go 
home. 

As always – all FRW members get 
10% off all items, except electrical or 
sale items, all the time. Just present 
your FRW membership card at time of 
purchase. (Note: This offer is only 
good at the Denver retail location, and 
is not valid for any other location or for 
Internet purchases.) 

When making a purchase at Roclker’s, 
be sure to show them your FRW 
membership card and have them mark 
your FRW member purchase in their 
logbook. The FRW gets gift cards for 
our raffle each month based on how 
many FRW member purchases are 
made and recorded. 

If you have suggestions for tools or 
materials that Rockler can carry, 
contact Rich Johnson, manager of the 
Denver store. Rockler web site: 
www.rockler.com. 

Web Stuff 
The Front Range WoodTurners Web 
site address is: 

www.frontrangewoodturners.org 

Get the latest information about 
upcoming events, meetings, and view 
the excellent photos of the instant 
gallery, along with a wealth of 
information and web links. 

 

Classifieds 
Wanted: 

August 26-28  – Texas Symposium 
SWAT 

David Nittmann is looking for an 
individual to share travel expenses and 
lodging at this symposium w/free entry 
as his trade show assistant (minimal 
duties). Driving: leave Aug 24 and 
return Aug 29. For more info, call him 
at 303-579-6744 or 
david@davidnittmann.com  

Great opportunity. Check out their 
presentation lineup online. 

 

Please note: All advertising in the 
Classifieds is free, but please be sure 
to notify the newsletter editor if an item 
is no longer for sale. 

Ad Policy – All ads that are older than 
3 months will be deleted, unless you 
contact the newsletter editor. 
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