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Letter from the 
Editor 
The Front Range Woodturner’s 
Newsletter is a reflection of our 
woodturning community. I’d like to see 
it be a forum that each of us can share 
ideas about woodturning that would be 
of interest and help to fellow 
woodturners. This would be in addition 
to the standard stuff we’ve come to 
expect in the newsletter such as 
Instant Gallery, Upcoming Events, 
Shop Tours, and News sections. 

I’ve recently added a section, Tips, 
Twists, and Turns, as one area of 
sharing ideas with each other. This 
month, after a discussion with and 
suggestion from Dave Hawley, I’ve 
added a Media Review section to the 
Newsletter so that individuals can 
submit a review and flag others about 
a good DVD, magazine article, or book 
in our library. 

The FRW Newsletter is what we make 
of it. Let’s make it something we’re all 
proud of by contributing to it. I’m open 
to your submittals. You don’t have to 
worry about your writing skills or 
drawing skills. As editor, I’ll dress it up 
if need be. I just need something to 
work with. 

Thanks in advance for submitting 
ideas, discussions, reviews, or 
anything else woodturning related you 
can think of. 

Ken Miller – FRW Newsletter Editor 

Upcoming Events 
Monthly meeting times: Social Hour 
is 5:30-6:30, Club Business, Gallery, 
and Wood Raffle is 6:30-7:15, 
Demonstration is 7:30-9:00.  

Important Note: Even though a 
turning challenge is announced for a 
meeting, this does not mean that other 
items can’t be brought for the show & 
tell. Feel free to bring in what you’ve 
created and don’t feel you have to be a 
master turner to show off your work. 
Everyone has to start as a novice.  

The Turning Challenge for November’s 
meeting is something for the 
Upcoming Holidays. This challenge will 
be for the three categories of turners: 
Beginner, Intermediate, and 
Advanced. 
 

November – Tuesday, November 2nd 
Tom Wirsing will be demonstrating his 
technique for turning Platters. 

December – Mark your calendar! 
Holiday Party! Friday, December 10th 

starting at 6:30. No regular meeting for 
December. We’ve acquired the same 
place as last year, the First Plymouth 
Congregational Church, 3501 S. 
Colorado Blvd. (southwest corner of 
Hampden and Colorado-approximately 
10 blocks south of Rockler)  

Dinner and soft drinks will be provided. 
Feel free to bring side dishes, 
appetizers, and/or desserts. (Desserts, 
yes!) 

A sign up sheet will be at November’s 
regular meeting for the party. 
Otherwise, contact Bear or Alisa at 
303.648.3414 to RSVP. Also, contact 
Bear or Alisa if you want to volunteer 
before, during, and after the dinner in 
cooking, serving, and most 
importantly, clean up. 

We will be having our 2nd Annual 
Christmas Tree Ornament/Bird House 
Exchange. Bring in an ornament and 
get another club member’s ornament. 
There is no limit as to how many you 
may bring in and swap. The swap will 
be done blindly like last year 
(ornaments will be placed in a paper 
bag so that no one knows whose their 
getting). This is a great way to collect 
pieces from others in the club. 

Also at this party is our annual auction 
where members donate a piece or 
pieces to the club for auctioning. This 
is where the club gets a good portion 
of its operating budget for the following 
year. So help out and bring something 
in. 

Rick Orr Rainstick/Fly 
Rod Demonstration 
Catch Rick Orr’s Rainstick and Fly Rod 
demonstration at Rocky Mountain 
Woodturners in Loveland on Thursday, 
November 4th 
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Charity Raffle for the 
United Way: 
There’s still time to donate turnings to 
the charity raffle for the United Way! 
Brendan Whitehead is heading up a 
charity raffle for the United Way and is 
seeking any turnings that FRW 
members may wish to contribute to the 
event. 

Many of you may know Brendan from 
Woodcraft of Denver. You may contact 
Brendan at 303.539.8357 or speak to 
him at Woodcraft of Denver. He will 
need to have your donations by 
November 1st. 

Thanking everyone in advance!!! 

Mark Simpson 

Turn for the Troops 
November 13th, 2010, Woodcraft of 
Denver is hosting Turn for the Troops 
from 9am to 5pm. 

Mentoring Program: 

Mentoring most days: 

I am still happy to answer questions, 
aim you at reliable information, and 
generally talk woodturning, subject, of 
course, to other life stuff going on. 
Members please call, Bruce Perry 
303.972.4716 

Shop Tours: 
No shop tour scheduled for November 
due to Woodworking Show. 

Classes: 
November 6th – “Christmas Ornaments 
w/Ron Ainge” 

November 9th-11th – “Basic 
Woodturning” 

November 16th-18th – “Christmas Tree 
Ornaments & Mini Birdhouse 
Ornaments” 

November 21st – “Pepper Mill Turning 
w/Doug Manter” 

November 28th – “Turn A Pen w/Chuck 
Zwerdlinger” 

For details of the above classes, see 
the home page of FRW’s website: 
www.frontrangewoodturners.org  

Tips, Twists, and 
Turns 

Drying Green Wood 
Roughouts and Blanks 
I found a website that contains a lot of 
woodturning tips. Some or many of 
you may be aware of, and have read 
articles from the person behind this 
website, Steven D. Russell. 

He has two good articles on the topics 
of “Paper Bag Drying of Green Wood 
Lathe Projects”, and “Drying Green 
Wood Roughouts in Paper Bags with 
Forced Air”. Each article is filled with 
the how’s and why’s paper bag drying 
and utilizing forced air over and around 
the bags works from a technical and 
understandable perspective. He 
doesn’t use end grain sealers for 
roughed out bowls, platters, and 
blanks but also explains how they work 
as well. The articles are too lengthy for 
reproducing here. Go to the following 
websites to view the articles: 
http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com
/paper-bag-drying.html  

http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com
/drying-green-wood.html  

Here is his bio: Steven D. Russell is a 
professional studio woodturner, 
teacher and writer. He has written 
numerous articles for international 
woodturning magazines, which have 
been published in more than 78 
countries around the world. Steve has 
demonstrated in numerous cities 
across the United States. His studio, 
Eurowood Werks, specializes in bowls, 
platters and hollow forms with unique 
visual and tactile treatments. 

Steve is also a regular featured writer 
for the Guild of Master Craftsman's 
"Woodturning" magazine, published in 
London England.  

Perpetual Turning 

 

Pete Holtus brought in a lidded box 
for the Perpetual Turning. Rick Orr 
managed to pay off the raffle system 
with just the right dollar to get Pete’s 
lidded box. 

My apologies to Pete Holtus for 
misspelling his last name in October’s 
Newsletter. I knew better. It was just a 
careless mistake. Anyone know of a 
spell checker that works on names as 
well? 

The concept is for the first item in the 
raffle to be the item brought for the 
Perpetual Turning Project. The 
member who wins the turning must 
bring another turning to the next 
month’s meeting. It’s an excellent 
chance for members to gain pieces 
made by other members. The turning 
can be as plain or fancy as you want. 
Beginners can participate just as much 
as advanced turners. If the member 
doesn’t want to make a turning, he/she 
can choose just the wood, and the 
next winner can take the turning. 

 

Events of October 

October’s Demo 
Merryll Saylan demonstrated Texture 
& Carving, Finishing & Color at the 
regular meeting. In addition to our 
regular meeting, Merryll continued her 
demonstration at Rockler the following 
Saturday. 

Merryll began her demonstration by 
walking us through a slide show of 
some of her work, explaining the 
process and development of her 
artistic use of colors and textures. 
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Merryll recommended rotary tools from 
Creative Technologies Inc.  
1.800.388.2797, createch@vcn.com,  
www.rotarychisel.com   

Bill Hoppers’ Shop 
Tour 

 

Bill diagrams the air filtration system 
that he developed. Since he’s been 
using the system, his lung capacity 
has improved considerably. 

 

 

PVC pipe w/end caps contain two 
particle filters, one on each end, 
separator filters, and charcoal in the 
middle. Brass fittings connect a small 
and flexible air hose from the supply 
and to the modified face shield/helmet. 

 

 

 

 

Luke… I am your father. On the 
serious side, a short hose is attached 
to the face shield/helmet. It attaches to 
a long hose attached to the filter. The 
hose/hose connection is a plastic quick 
connect allowing immediate 
disconnection if needed. 

 

Note the air filters in the upper left of 
this photo. There are filters on the 
inside and outside of the shop. 

 

Outside of those filters… Dust collector 
mounted to the wall with a chip 
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separator on a trash can to catch the 
chips. This add on box under the eave 
is insulated and with a sealed door so 
that heated air is retained inside.  

 

Storage building housing woods in 
various stages. 

 

Trip back from the storage building. 

 

Nice back yard view! 

 

Bill has several small and regular sized 
spray guns. He’s doesn’t have any 
trouble leaving lacquer in his spray 
guns. If he doesn’t spray for months, 
he may need to add some thinner to 
replace what’s evaporated; but, he 
doesn’t have any clogging problems. 

 

Bill is showing us the jig he used to 
turn a spinning wheel. Bruce is 
adjusting the pulleys so that the jig can 
turn at a slower rpm. 

 

Dust collection system designed 
before the shop was built. It captures 
the jointer and tablesaw dust and runs 
through the concrete slab.  

 

 

 

 

Wall of machinery on home made 
caster bases, plugged in and hooked 
up to dust collection – ready for use. 
Edge sander, disc sander, spindle 
sander, drum sander, two band saws, 
and shaper. Did I miss anything? 

 

In his metal shop (he has a grinder in 
the wood shop as well) he has an 
assortment of grinders and polishers 
so that he can tackle whatever he 
wants to sharpen w/o having to 
change out discs. 

 

Bill actually has a car in his garage! 
Not to worry though, the garage is long 
enough to house this nice Walnut 
stash air drying and a large air 
compressor to the left of it. That keeps 
the unwanted sound of the air 
compressor out of his metal shop and 
wood shop. Nice! 

Thanks Bill for opening up your shop 
to us. You have a well organized shop.  
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News 

From Katherine 
Kowalski (RMWT) 

10/16/2010 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

I have some sad news to share today. 
Our own wonderful “Doc” Thode 
passed away about 2:30 this morning. 

On a personal note, I can only say that 
with the beautiful sunny day that is 
around us, that he is somehow smiling 
down on us from the heavens; that the 
light of his legacy will continue to 
inspire us through the ways he’s 
touched our lives. 

We will miss him most dearly. 

As per Doc’s own wishes there will be 
no services held 

Katherine Kowalski 

Librarian’s Corner 
Our Artist of the Month is David Sabol 
– we have his DVD and Book, both 
entitled Wood Carving Basics. Enjoy! 

We will continue to sell the remaining 
12 VHS tapes at $1 per tape!  What a 
deal!  Proceeds go to the Library 
budget to purchase new items. 

Please note that Library items 
borrowed in November are not due 
back until the January 2011 meeting! 

Continuing thanks go to our great 
Assistant Librarians – the Library 
would not run without their generous 
services - Bob Britt, Grover Brown, 
Mike Busse, Storm Hortman, Richard 
Kuivila, Denise Newman, and Bob 
Olsen. 

Please note that the cut-off for the 
Wait List is the Sunday evening before 
meetings. 

Dave Hawley -FRW Librarian 

Media Review 

Russ Fairchild’s 
Finishing Secrets DVD 
Set 
For those who wish to improve the 
finish on your turnings, I highly 
recommend this video set, which we 
have in our library. This video is in 
three parts each about 2 hours long. It 
is packed with information so much so 
that I warn you, you’ll probably be 
backing it up and re-watching so many 
parts to get all the information that it 
will take you 12 hours to get through. 

This video set is applicable to all areas 
of woodturning from hollow forms, 
spindle turning, platters, bowls to 
segmented work. Mr. Fairchild does an 
excellent job of explaining all of the 
phases needed to produce gallery 
quality finishes.  

He starts out by thoroughly describing 
what and how to do arguably the most 
important and least favorite part of 
finishing – the sanding process. Hurry 
this part and all is for naught. Think 
you know all there is to sanding? After 
many years in the furniture/cabinet 
side, I thought I did too. Sanding 
woodturnings is not the same! 

Perplexed about the myriad of finishes 
available? Mr. Fairchild steps you 
through this mine field, explaining by 
comparing and contrasting each 
available finish while discussing the 
many facets of finishing goals such as 
color, clarity, durability, repairability 
and much more. He has several 
comparisons of turnings out of the 
same woods finished by different 
means to exemplify various properties 
that one may or may not want to bring 
to a piece. 

Mr. Fairchild also breaks down what’s 
in several commercial finishes steering 
you to look for the better oils and other 
properties in the over the counter 
finishes. He points out false 
advertising such as “Tung Oil Finish” 
versus 100% Tung Oil. This is done in 
a manner of making you aware of 
what’s out there and what’s going on. 
He’s not out to sell you on any 
particular brand; though, he does 
share some of his favorite ingredients 
for his home made recipes. These 

recipes he provides save considerable 
money and arguably give you a better 
finish that the commercial 
counterparts. 

Check this DVD set out. You won’t be 
disappointed. Warning: He just may 
convince you that the finishing part of 
the project is half the project, just as 
important as the turning/design phase 
and wood selection, and to treat it 
accordingly. A finish makes all the 
difference between a mediocre project 
and a show piece.  

Number of Stars: 5 

Ken Miller 

Upcoming 
Symposiums 
Segmented Turners 
Symposium 

Nov 11-14. Arrowmont-Gatlinburg, TN 
Web: www.segmentedwoodturners.org  

Denver Woodworking Show 

November 19-21. Denver Merchandise 
Mart 

http://cms.thewoodworkingshows.com/
cms/Home/DenverCO/tabid/76/Default
.aspx  

 Featured Providers 

Rocklers, Colorado Blvd, Denver, 
provides a 10% discount for club 
members – see the Rockler section 
near the end of the newsletter. Rockler 
will be keeping the cash register open 
until the end of the meeting break. Try 
to do your shopping before the end of 
the break, so that they can get out 
quickly after the end of the meeting.  

WOODCRAFT, 6770 S. Peoria St., 
Centennial, provides a 10% discount 
for FRW members.  

Wood Emporium, Loveland, provides 
a 10% discount for FRW members.  

Craft Supplies offers discounts which 
are obtained through group buys. 
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Instant Gallery 
Note: Members can now download the 
Instant Gallery information cards from 
the website. Click on Odds 'n' Ends 
and look under the Misc Forms section 
for the Show and Tell Information 
Cards. These cards help tell others 
pertinent information about your work. 
Please use them. There should still be 
cards at the meeting. Raise a stink if 
there aren’t any around.  

 

 

Beginner Challenge winner – Ron 
Howard with a bewitched bat 
house! 

 

Intermediate Challenge winner – 
Curt Vogt with a bucket of “Harry 
Potter” wands!  

 

Advanced Challenge winner – Ken 
Miller with “Pumpkin Pi” 

 

 

 

 

Bill Hoppers – 7” diameter Walnut 
sapwood bowl w/2 coats of Lacquer 

 

 

 

Bill McCraw – “Acorn” hollow form out 
of Russian Olive w/General Finishes 
Gloss Water Based Polyurethane. 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Perry – “Oriental Top Box” 4” 
diameter lidded vessel with Alder body 
and American Walnut top w/Watco 
finish, polished. 
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Bruce Perry – “Experimental Box” 6” 
diameter x 4” tall box out of Quilted 
Maple w/Sanding Sealer and wax 
finish. 

 

 

Bruce Perry – “Goblet Twist” out of 
Osage Orange with no finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck Austin – Bottle Stoppers out of 
various materials utilizing a Friction 
Polish finish. 

 

 

Curt Vogt – “Magic Wands” out of 
mixed domestic woods w/shellac 
finish. 

 

 

 

Denise Newman – Natural edge bowl 
out of Aspen w/Sanding Sealer finish. 

 

 

 

 

Dolores Horst – Segmented Vase out 
of Walnut and Ash. 
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Howard Longee – “Worms at Work” 
vase out of Maple w/a Poly finish. Nice 
study of textures. 

 

 

Ken Miller – Bowl out of Cebil w/ 
Homemade Danish Tung Oil finish. 

 

 

Ken Miller – Hollow form out of Jobillo 
w/ Homemade Danish Tung Oil finish. 

 

 

Ken Miller – Hollow form out of 
Tamboti w/ Homemade Danish Tung 
Oil finish. 

 

 

 

Ken Miller – “Pumkin Pi” out of 
Cottonwood and Walnut stem w/ 
Orange Analine Dye and homemade 
Danish Tung Oil finish. First use of 
color. 
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Les Stern – “Reading Glasses 
Container” out of Box Elder, Lapis, 
Buffalo Horn, Brass, and Mother of 
Pearl. O-ring twist and pull fit.  

 

 

 

 

 

Les Stern – “Burl Bowl” out of Aspen 
Burl, Buffalo Horn, Camel Bone, and 
Pietersite Stone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Roper – 8” diameter x 3” high 
bowl out of Cherry w/ Salad Bowl 
Finish. 

 

 

 

Michael Roper – 1” diameter x 1” high 
hollow form out of Mahogany w/ Tung 
Oil finish. 

 

 

 

Michael Roper – “Twisted Walnut 
Vessel”, 3” diameter x 5” high, w/ 
Spray on Poly finish. 
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Paul Russell – “3-Sided Lamp: out of 
Walnut w/ Danish Oil finish. 

 

 

Rick Orr – Fly Rod Tube out of Beetle 
killed Pine w/ Polyurethane finish. 

 

 

 

Ron Ainge – Hollow vessel out of Ash 
w/ Lacquer finish. 

 

 

Ron Howard – “The Great Pumpkin” 
Bat House out of Silver Maple 
w/coloring done by Sharpie pens, 
Masters spray-on Lacquer. 

 

 

 

Terence Rice – Bowl out of Box Elder 
Burl w/ Lacquer finish. 

 

 

 

 

Terence Rice – Walnut bowl with 
Turquoise rim. 
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Terence Rice – “Pedestal Bowl” out of 
Maple, Turquoise and Alabaster w/ 
Lacquer finish. 

 

Rockler  
Patronizing their store is the best 
“thank you” we can give Rockler for 
their generosity in letting us use their 
facilities for our ever-growing 
membership. Keep in mind that they 
keep the register open late on meeting 
nights just for us. Just be sure to 
complete any purchases no later than 
the mid-meeting break so these poor 
guys can start shutting down and go 
home. 

As always – all FRW members get 
10% off all items, except electrical or 
sale items, all the time. Just present 
your FRW membership card at time of 
purchase. (Note: This offer is only 
good at the Denver retail location, and 

is not valid for any other location or for 
Internet purchases.) 

If you have suggestions for tools or 
materials that Rockler can carry, 
contact Rich Johnson, manager of the 
Denver store. Rockler web site: 
www.rockler.com. 

 

Web Stuff 
The Front Range WoodTurners Web 
site address: 

www.frontrangewoodturners.org 

Get the latest information about 
upcoming events, meetings, and view 
the excellent photos of the instant 
gallery. 

Other sites of interest: 
www.woodturner-
russ.com/finishingsecrets.html  
 
www.oneofakindsf.com  
Rocky Mtn Woodturners, Ft Collins @ 
www.rmwt.org  
www.robert-sorby.co.uk  
www.verinet.com/-drmelli/rmwt.htlm 
www.lathes.co.uk 
www.woodworkingbasics.com 
www.treelineusa.com 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 
www.kestrelcreek.com 
www.choicewoods.com 
www.woodturner.com 
www.woodturningonline.com 
www.kazistudio.com � 
 

Classifieds 
For Sale: 

Delta Model 31-280 Belt (6") and Disc 
(12") sander- USA made- 115/230 V 
1.5 HP- Mobile base- Includes Manual 
and a few assorted grit belts. Sander is 
in excellent condition and has been 
used very little. currently wired for 230 
easily switched to 115. Price is $450. 

Contact Allen Thunem @ Phone: 303-
989-9736 or Email: 
ajthunem@live.com  

For Sale: 

Woodcut ProForme Intermediate 
Hollowing tool set with 5/8" straight 
and bent tool, ProMaster 20" handle, 
optional Scraper head with 2 cutters, 
and optional Phil Irons Tool Gate.  
Handle accepts any 5/8" diameter tool.  
$255. 

If you want to see the ProForme in 
action, here's a YouTube video:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgfz
E53tFwg  

For more info here's a link to the 
manufactures website:  

http://www.shop.woodcut-
tools.com/section.php?xSec=87&xPag
e=1  

Robert Sorby 1" Oval Skew chisel, $35 

Henry Taylor 1/8" and 3/16" Beading 
Tools, unhandled.  Only used a couple 
times.  $25 for both. 

Packard Toolworks sells everything I'm 
selling for $410: 

Intermediate Hollowing Set      $297.95 

Irons Tool Gate w/o post            $39.95 

1" diameter x 5" long tool post   $34.95 

(fits Powermatic)(Packard lists a 6" 
post, mine is 5") 

Scraper Head with 2 cutters      $36.95 

Contact: Pat Scott, 303-988-7584, 
pscott99@comcast.net 

Please note: All advertising in the 
Classifieds is free, but please be sure 
to notify the newsletter editor if an item 
is no longer for sale. 

Ad Policy – All ads that are older than 
3 months will be deleted, unless you 
contact the newsletter editor. 
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