
 

FRONT RANGE 
WOODTURNERS 

October, 2010, Volume 10 - Number 10 

 

Page 1 

A CHAPTER OF THE
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION

OF WOODTURNERS
1992

“Dedicated To Doing Good Turns”

 

Inside this Issue 
Inside this Issue ...............................1 

Upcoming Events .............................1 

Rick Orr to Demonstrate ................1 

AAW                  Chapter 
Collaborative Challenge 2011 ........1 

Upcoming Classes: ........................1 

Charity Raffle for the United Way: ..1 

Turn for the Troops ........................1 

Mentoring Program: .......................2 

Shop Tours: ...................................2 

Tips, Twists, and Turns ....................2 

Ergonomic Tool Handles: ...............2 

Perpetual Turning .............................3 

Events of September ........................3 

September’s Demo ........................3 

Katherine Kowalski’s Shop Tour ....4 

News ..................................................5 

Group Buy Time! ............................5 

October is Group Buy Time so bring 
your checks and stock up on those 
shop necessities! ...........................5 

Librarian’s Corner ..........................5 

Upcoming Symposiums .................5 

Instant Gallery ..................................5 

Rockler ............................................ 10 

Web Stuff ......................................... 10 

Classifieds ...................................... 11 

 

Upcoming Events 
Monthly meeting times: Social Hour 
is 5:30-6:30, Club Business, Gallery, 
and Wood Raffle is 6:30-7:15, 
Demonstration is 7:30-9:00.  

Important Note: Even though a 
turning challenge is announced for a 
meeting, this does not mean that other 
items can’t be brought for the show & 
tell. Feel free to bring in what you’ve 
created and don’t feel you have to be a 
master turner to show off your work. 
Everyone has to start as a novice.  

The Turning Challenges for 
October is something Halloween in 
nature. This challenge will be for 
the three categories of turners: 

Beginner, Intermediate, and 
Advanced. 
 
The Turning Challenges for 
November will be something for 
Thanksgiving or Christmas. 

October – Tuesday, October 5th 
Merryll Saylan  will be demonstrating 
Texture & Carving, Finishing & Color 
at the regular meeting. In addition, 
Merryll will be demonstrating at 
Rockler on Saturday October 9th from 
9am to 4pm. 

November  – Tuesday, November 2nd 
Tom Wirsing  will be demonstrating his 
technique for turning Platters. 

Rick Orr to 
Demonstrate 
Rick Orr will be guest starring at 
Rocky Mountain Woodturners in 
Loveland on Thursday, November 
4th. He will be doing his Rainsticks 
and Fly Rod Tubes demonstration 
that he did for us. So, if you 
missed his demonstration at FRW 
or would like to catch his act again, 
head on up to Loveland! 

AAW                  
Chapter Collaborative 
Challenge 2011 
AAW has announced in its October 
issue of American Woodturner a 
repeat Chapter Collaborative 
Challenge for 2011’s 25th Annual 
Symposium. The short list of rules are 
contained within the article and 
include, for size of piece, a limitation of 
standard package size and weight by 
UPS standards.  

Our club is one of the largest AAW 
chapters and filled with a wide array of 
talent and skill levels. This could 
involve and be quite fun for a large 
number of turners - beginner through 

expert. The purpose of the contest is 
to bring together as many people as 
possible under one goal: to work 
together in the design phase through 
implementation phase of a large 
project. This could really be fun! Think 
about it and perhaps we can discuss it 
and get a consensus about it in 
October’s meeting. 

Upcoming Classes: 
October 3, 2010: “Turn A Pen” with 
Ken Ashby 

October 12-14, 2010: “Green, Dry & 
Natural Edge Bowls” 

October 16, 2010: “Christmas 
Ornaments” with Ron Ainge 

October 16, 2010: “Introduction To 
Woodturning 101” 

For Details of the above upcoming 
classes, see the FRW website at 
http://frontrangewoodturners.org  

Charity Raffle for the 
United Way: 
Brendan Whitehead is heading up a 
charity raffle for the United Way and is 
seeking any turnings that FRW 
members may wish to contribute to the 
event. 

Many of you may know Brendan from 
Woodcraft of Denver. You may contact 
Brendan at 303.539.8357 or speak to 
him at Woodcraft of Denver. He will 
need to have your donations by 
November 1st. 

Thanking everyone in advance!!! 

Mark Simpson 

Turn for the Troops 
November 13th, 2010, Woodcraft of 
Denver is hosting Turn for the Troops 
from 9am to 5pm. 
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Mentoring Program: 

Mentoring most days: 

I am still happy to answer questions, 
aim you at reliable information, and 
generally talk woodturning, subject, of 
course, to other life stuff going on. 
Members please call, Bruce Perry 
303.972.4716 

Shop Tours: 

Upcoming Shop Tours: 
October 16 th – Bill Hoppers . Come 
out and see Bill’s shop as he shows 
and discusses his home-made 
respiratory device and filter system 
used in conjunction with an air 
compressor that he developed. He will 
also be showing the jig he used for the 
large wheel on his spinning wheel. The 
shop tour is on Saturday the 16th from 
10am till noon located at 15451 West 
76th Drive, Arvada. Phone: 
303.424.6052 

Tips, Twists, and 
Turns 
NEW SECTION to the newsletter! This 
section allows all FRW members a 
chance to share with the club, ‘Tips, 
Twists, and Turns’ old and new. 
Remember, an old idea doesn’t mean 
everyone knows it! Got an idea or a 
twist on how to do something (related, 
of course, to the art of woodturning)? 
Send it in! Be clear and include any 
sketches if need be to help convey the 
idea. PLEASE CONTRIBUTE! Hand 
sketches are okay. I’ll clean them up 
for publishing. 

Ken Miller – FRW Newsletter Editor 

Ergonomic Tool 
Handles: 
Submitted by Jill Rice… 

For those of us with a touch of arthritis 
or simply those of us needing a 
comfortable grip on some tools, here’s 
a tip that may help out. Make your own 
tool grip that fits the grip you like, using 
Master Quick-Carve, a high-speed 

catalyzed filler paste similar to Bondo, 
and follow the steps below. 

• Mix the Quick-Carve according to 
manufacturer’s direction. 

• Generously place the mix around 
the tool where you normally hold 
it. 

• Put on a Latex glove and lubricate 
it with lemon oil. 

• Grasp the tool how you would 
normally hold the tool in use, 
allowing the filler paste to ooze 
out around your fingers. 

 

 

 

• Make sure there is enough paste 
around the tool and fingers to 
function properly as a grip and let 
the catalyzed filler paste harden. 

• Once hardened, remove your 
fingers from the tool and grip. Trim 
up/smooth out the grip corners 
with files/sandpaper etc. 

 

 

 

 

And there you have it, a custom fit tool 
handle that should help reduce fatigue. 
If you find that it just doesn’t feel quite 
right, it’s easy enough to carve off the 
tool and redo it. 

Warning: catalyzed filler paste hardens 
in an exothermic reaction which 
generates heat. The amount of heat 
buildup varies with the amount of 
catalyst used and the thickness or 
mass of the pour. 

Another example of a custom fit, 
ergonomic tool handle is below. 

 

 

Source for pattern maker’s compound: 

Kindt-Collins , 12651 Elmwood Ave., 
Cleveland, OH 44111 800-321-3170 
800-362-1160  
Master Quick-Carve  high-speed 
catalyzed filler paste, good for making 
special "impossible" clamping cauls 
and ergonomic tool handles. 

This idea was posted by Frank Ford 
many years ago and can be viewed at 
http://www.frets.com/fretspages/Luthie
r/Tools/ErgoHandle/ergohandle1.html  

Thanks Jill for sharing this with us!  
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Perpetual Turning 
 

 
Dale Sherman  brought in one of his 
acrylic pens for the Perpetual Turning, 
Pete Holtis  held the winning raffle 
ticket this time. 

The concept is for the first item in the 
raffle to be the item brought for the 
Perpetual Turning Project. The 
member who wins the turning must 
bring another turning to the next 
month’s meeting. It’s an excellent 
chance for members to gain pieces 
made by other members. The turning 
can be as plain or fancy as you want. 
Beginners can participate just as much 
as advanced turners. If the member 
doesn’t want to make a turning, he/she 
can choose just the wood, and the 
next winner can take the turning. 

 

Events of 
September 

September’s Demo 
Stuart Mortimer from England 
demonstrated his twisted and thin 
walled hollow forms as well as his Pig-
Tail and twisted finial. 

 

A display of some of Stuart’s Spiral 
and Pig Tail works. Some really 
nice pieces! 

 

 

 

 

 

Give me a show of hands. Who did 
NOT think this was just absolutely 
cool! Those that raised their 
hands, go to our library and check 
his demonstration video out when 
it becomes available… cause you 
must have missed it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You see people; it’s just this easy 
to make beautiful spiral hollow 
forms… Well, he certainly made it 
look “easy” but I think it just might 
take some practice. 
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Did anyone think he could pull off 
making this so quick? Wow! Here’s 
what he did…in case you blinked. 

Quite impressive demonstration 
Stuart! Thanks! 

Katherine Kowalski’s 
Shop Tour 

 

 

 

 

Okay, the first thing that came to my 
mind when viewing Katherine’s vast 
stock of turning blanks and burls was 
“kid in a candy store”! I’m sure I must 
have had to wipe the drool off often as 
I was day dreaming about all the 
possibilities and beauty hidden within 
each of the thousands of blanks and 
burls! Mighty impressive stash you 
have! 

 

This shop tour’s theme was 
grinding a nice cutting edge on 
your lathe chisels. Attendees were 
encouraged to bring in their chisels 
and Katherine would talk through 
and show the process of getting a 
great edge w/o jigs. She utilizes 
the Wolverine platform system; 
and, as a production woodturner, 
has four platforms each 
permanently set at different angles 
so that she can go straight to the 
correct angle for what she needs 
to sharpen. The main two angles 
she uses are 40° for most gouges 
and 60° for scrapers. As for the 
grinding wheels, she uses 3X 
wheels kept clean and dressed 
and a diamond wheel for that 
“can’t get it that good any other 
way” edge.  

 

 

 

Did I tell you that this production 
turner has five lathes! In this photo, 
there are two Rikon mini lathes 
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fitted with dust hoods. In between 
these two lathes is her newly 
assembled Jet variable speed 
lathe that she uses from the 
opposite side. 

 

 

Over in the corner are her two 
heavy weights, one pictured above 
and one pictured below. 

 

 

 

 

Katherine, thanks for opening up 
your shop to all that made the 
journey, for sharing the great tips 
on grinding, and for putting the 
best edge my chisel has ever 
seen! (and I’m sure many other 
people’s chisels that were brought 
in and sharpened as well) Well 
worth the nice drive from south 
Denver. 

News 

Group Buy Time! 

October is Group Buy Time so 
bring your checks and stock up on 
those shop necessities! 

Librarian’s Corner 
Our Artist of the Month is Brian 
McEvoy.  We have two 2010 DVDs 
from Brian – Creating Two Piece 
Hollow Forms (70 min), and Mastering 
the Large Captive Boring Bar (120 
min). Enjoy! 

We have now caught up on our back 
issues of Woodturning Magazine – 
issues 213 thru 217 (May 10 thru Sep 
10) are in the Library. 

We still have 17 VHS tapes to sell.  
SALE – price reduced from $3 per 
VHS tape to $1 per VHS tape!  Get 
them while they last! 

Please note that the cut-off for the 
Wait List is the Sunday evening before 
meetings. 

Dave Hawley -FRW Librarian 

 

Upcoming Symposiums 

Segmented Turners 
Symposium 

Nov 11-14. Arrowmont-Gatlinburg, TN 
Web: www.segmentedwoodturners.org  

Denver Woodworking Show 

November 19-21. Denver Merchandise 
Mart 

http://cms.thewoodworkingshows.com/
cms/Home/DenverCO/tabid/76/Default
.aspx  

 Featured Providers 

Rocklers, Colorado Blvd, Denver, 
provides a 10% discount for club 
members – see the Rockler section 
near the end of the newsletter. Rockler 
will be keeping the cash register open 
until the end of the meeting break. Try 
to do your shopping before the end of 

the break, so that they can get out 
quickly after the end of the meeting.  

WOODCRAFT, 6770 S. Peoria St., 
Centennial, provides a 10% discount 
for FRW members.  

Wood Emporium, Loveland, provides 
a 10% discount for FRW members.  

Craft Supplies offers discounts which 
are obtained through group buys. 

Instant Gallery 
Note:  Members can now download the 
Instant Gallery information cards from 
the website. Click on Odds 'n' Ends 
and look under the Misc Forms section 
for the Show and Tell Information 
Cards. These cards help tell others 
pertinent information about your work. 
Please use them. There should still be 
cards at the meeting. Raise a stink if 
there aren’t any around.  

 

Youth Challenge Winner – Ryan 
Howard! 

 

Beginner Challenge winner – 
Jenny Howard! 
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Intermediate Challenge winner – 
Doug Clark!  

 

Advanced Challenge winner – 
Dale Sherman! 

 

Dale Sherman – PR Castings entitled 
“Earth from Space” out of acorn caps, 
Blue Spruce Pinecones, and Lucky 
Charms. 

 

 

 

Brian Kerr – Segmented “Board” 
bowl out of Maple and Mahogany 
w/Salad Bowl Finish. 12” dia.x4” h. 

 

 

Brian and Spencer Kerr – Segmented 
goblet out of Padouk, Purpleheart, and 
Yellowheart w/ General Finish Salad 
Bowl Finish. 3”dia. x 9”tall. 

 

 

 

Bruce Perry – Lidded vessel out of 
Birch w/oil polish finish. 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Perry – “Base Usage” out of Elm 
w/Nitro Polish finish. 
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Bruce Perry gets published!  Way to 
go!! 

 

Doug Clark – Acrylic Pens w/ 
Polyurethane finish. 

 

Duane Kartes – Pen set out of 
Bethlehem Olivewood w/ Friction 
Polish finish. 

 

Jenny Howard – Pen out of Acrylic 
Wall Street II. 

 

Jenny Howard – Pen out of Acrylic 
Roadster kit. 

 

Gene Wentworth – “Silly Box” out of 
Zircote, Corian, Mystery wood 
(otherwise known as “treewood”), 
aluminum and LED light w/ General 
Finishes Gel Topcoat. 

 

Gene Wentworth – Sphere and 
pedestal out of Walnut, Maple, 
Hackberry, Turquoise, and old penny 
w/Sanding Sealer and General 
Finishes Gel Topcoat finish. Looks like 
your sphere turning apparatus that you 
machined in your metal shop is 
working great! 

 

Gene Wentworth – Box out of 
Zebrawood, Corian, Ebony, Coin and 
Acrylic w/ Sanding Sealer and General 
Finishes Gel Topcoat. 

 

 

 

 

Gene Wentworth – 10 ½” dia. x 4” 
Bowl out of Birdseye Maple, Hard 
Maple, Dyed Vernier, Walnut, Pau 
Certine, Padouk, Ash, crushed 
Turquoise, and other rock w/ Sanding 
Sealer and General Finishes Gel 
Topcoat. 
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Jerry Smith – Segmented vase. 

 

 

John Betts – Reel out of Brass, nylon, 
Walnut and Aluminum w/ Spar Varnish 
finish. Approximately 3” diameter. 

 

Michael Roper – Goblet w/ Captured 
Ring out of Walnut w/Food Safe Salad 
Bowl Finish. 3 ¼” dia. x 7” tall. 

 

Michael Roper – Weed Pot out of 
Cherry w/Red and Black Dye and 
water based spray on poly finish. 1 
¼”dia x 2” 

 

Ryan Howard – “Root bear Call” out of 
Silver Maple w/ Carnuba Wax finish. 
Youth Challenge Winner!!! Keep up 
the good work Ryan! 

 

Michael Roper – “Light and Dark 
Series #2” out of Madrone Burl for the 
hollow form and Walnut for the base w/ 
no finish on the hollow form and the 
base finished with Salad Bowl Finish. 
6” x 7 ½” 

 

 

 

 

Michael Roper – Cherry bowl w/ 
decorative rim. Salad Bowl food safe 
finish. 7 ½” dia. x 3” 
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Pat Scott – “Fruit Bowl” out of Silver 
Maple w/ oil finish. 12 ½” dia. 

 

 

 

Pat Scott – “Walnut Platter” out of 
Black Walnut from raffle wood w/Paste 
pore filler and homemade Danish oil 
mixture. 13” dia. Epoxy tinted with 
Artist Oil Color was used to fill some 
cracks. 

 

Paul Russell – “Egyptian Pen” out of 
Ivory, Ebony, Cedar, and Copper. 

 

Paul Russell – Segmented Pen out of 
Maple w/Super Glue finish. 

 

Paul Stafford – Pierced and “zipped” 
Hollow form vessel out of Sheoak w/ 
Crystalac finish. 

 

Paul Stafford – “Zippered” Hollow 
Form out of Orange Agate w/ 
Crystalac finish. 

 

 

Paul Stafford – “Grandma’s Lilac” 
vessel out of Lilac. 

 

 

 

Tom Tedesco – Set of pens out of 
Acrylic Castings. Top one has 1950’s 
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Airmail Stamps incorporated into the 
casting. 

 

 

 

Ron Ainge – Bowl with pierced outer 
rim out of Maple and Epoxy. 

 

 

 

 

Walt Kelm – Segmented bowl out of 
Maple, Walnut, Oak, and Cherry 
finished with the Beale Buff system. 
Walt was tutored by Jerry Smith. 

 

 

Suzanne Thompson – Cedar and 
Pewter golf trophy w/ Wipe on Poly 
Tung Oil finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rockler  
Patronizing their store is the best 
“thank you” we can give Rockler for 
their generosity in letting us use their 
facilities for our ever-growing 
membership. Keep in mind that they 
keep the register open late on meeting 
nights just for us. Just be sure to 
complete any purchases no later than 
the mid-meeting break so these poor 
guys can start shutting down and go 
home. 

As always – all FRW members get 
10% off all items, except electrical or 
sale items, all the time. Just present 
your FRW membership card at time of 
purchase. (Note: This offer is only 
good at the Denver retail location, and 
is not valid for any other location or for 
Internet purchases.) 

If you have suggestions for tools or 
materials that Rockler can carry, 
contact Rich Johnson, manager of the 
Denver store. Rockler web site: 
www.rockler.com. 

Web Stuff 
The Front Range WoodTurners Web 
site address: 

www.frontrangewoodturners.org 

Get the latest information about 
upcoming events, meetings, and view 
the excellent photos of the instant 
gallery. 

Other sites of interest: 
For Finishing Secrets, check out 
Russ Fairchild @ 
www.woodturner-
russ.com/finishingsecrets.html  
 
www.oneofakindsf.com  
Rocky Mtn Woodturners, Ft Collins @ 
www.rmwt.org  
www.robert-sorby.co.uk  
www.verinet.com/-drmelli/rmwt.htlm 
www.lathes.co.uk 
www.woodworkingbasics.com 
www.treelineusa.com 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 
www.kestrelcreek.com 
www.choicewoods.com 
www.woodturner.com 
www.woodturningonline.com 
www.kazistudio.com � 
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Classifieds 
For Sale: 

Delta Model 31-280 Belt (6") and Disc 
(12") sander- USA made- 115/230 V 
1.5 HP- Mobile base- Includes Manual 
and a few assorted grit belts. Sander is 
in excellent condition and has been 
used very little. currently wired for 230 
easily switched to 115. Price is $450. 

Contact Allen Thunem @ Phone: 303-
989-9736 or Email: 
ajthunem@live.com  

For Sale: 

Woodcut ProForme Intermediate 
Hollowing tool set with 5/8" straight 
and bent tool, ProMaster 20" handle, 
optional Scraper head with 2 cutters, 
and optional Phil Irons Tool Gate.  
Handle accepts any 5/8" diameter tool.  
$255. 

If you want to see the ProForme in 
action, here's a YouTube video:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgfz
E53tFwg  

For more info here's a link to the 
manufactures website:  

http://www.shop.woodcut-
tools.com/section.php?xSec=87&xPag
e=1  

Robert Sorby 1" Oval Skew chisel, $35 

Henry Taylor 1/8" and 3/16" Beading 
Tools, unhandled.  Only used a couple 
times.  $25 for both. 

Packard Toolworks sells everything I'm 
selling for $410: 

Intermediate Hollowing Set      $297.95 

Irons Tool Gate w/o post            $39.95 

1" diameter x 5" long tool post   $34.95 

(fits Powermatic)(Packard lists a 6" 
post, mine is 5") 

Scraper Head with 2 cutters      $36.95 

Contact: Pat Scott, 303-988-7584, 
pscott99@comcast.net 

Please note: All advertising in the 
Classifieds is free, but please be sure 
to notify the newsletter editor if an item 
is no longer for sale. 

Ad Policy – All ads that are older than 
3 months will be deleted, unless you 
contact the newsletter editor. 
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