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Upcoming Events 
Important Note: Even though a 
turning challenge is announced for a 
meeting, this does not mean that other 
items can’t be brought for the show & 
tell. Feel free to bring in what you’ve 
created and don’t feel you have to be a 
master turner to show off your work. 
Everyone has to start as a novice.  

Monthly meeting times: Social Hour 
is 5:30-6:30, Club Business, Gallery, 
and Wood Raffle is 6:30-7:15, 
Demonstration is 7:30-9:00.  

The turning challenge for August’s 
meeting is your take on Bear Limvere’s  
hollow form demonstration. NEW!! 
The board met and unaminously 
voted to have three categories for 
the turning challenges! A winner will 
be chosen from each of the following 
categories: beginner, intermediate, 
and advanced.  

August –  Tuesday, August 3rd 

Katherine Kowalski will be 
demonstrating decorating spindle 
work. Check her website 
www.daystarhandworks.com  

September –  Tuesday, September 7th 
Stuart Mortimer from England will be 
demonstrating from 1:00 - 5:00 pm in 
addition to the regular evening 
meeting. Check his website 
www.stuartmortimer.com  

September –  Saturday, September 
18th Gene Wentworth will be 
demonstrating his signature pretty 
bottoms and coin preparation in his 
shop starting at 12:00pm. The limited 
attendance of 15 members has been 
filled. 

Mentoring Program: 

Mentoring most days: 
I am still happy to answer questions, 
aim you at reliable information, and 
generally talk woodturning, subject, of 
course, to other life stuff going on. 
Members please call, Bruce Perry 
303.972.4716 

Shop Tours: 

Upcoming Shop Tours: 
August - Jerry Smith 10am to 1pm 
on Saturday, August 21st by signup 
sheet due to limited space. 

August - Bill Adams Saturday, 
August 22th from 11am to ? in 
Evergreen, CO. Maps available at 
August 3rd meeting. 

September – Open. Bill Hopper 
postponed to October. 

October – Bill Hopper . Specific date 
and time is to be determined. Come 
see a working shop and what’s done to 
increase speed and efficiency so that 
money can be made through 
woodturning. 

Tips, Twists, and 
Turns 
NEW SECTION to the newsletter! This 
section allows all FRW members a 
chance to share with the club, ‘Tips, 
Twists, and Turns’ old and new. 
Remember, an old idea doesn’t mean 
everyone knows it! Got an idea or a 
twist on how to do something (related, 
of course, to the art of woodturning)? 
Send it in! Be clear and include any 
sketches if need be to help convey the 
idea.  

Ken Miller – FRW Newsletter Editor 

Sanding Tips: 

Slow your lathe down, way down, 
when sanding. Depending on the 
diameter of turning being sanded, 600 
rpm should be a maximum for small 
diameter work and adjust downward 
as the diameter of the piece increases. 
If your fingers are getting too hot, 
you’re sanding at too high of an rpm! 
Sandpaper is a cutting tool. It breaks 
down with the advent of heat build-up. 
Once this happens, the sandpaper is 
no longer doing its job and can cause 
surface checks in the wood. Avoid the 
heat! 

Sanding works by putting scratches in 
the wood. Successive grits put finer 
scratches and lessens the previous 
scratches. For this reason, don’t skip 
grits. Start with a reasonable grit that 
will work out any imperfections left 
from turning and go through each 
successive grit to the desired end 
results. The first grit should be used 
until imperfections are removed. 
Starting at a higher grit may give you a 
sense of bragging rights but if the 
surface really isn’t to that level, you’ll 
just be working much longer at that grit 
before advancing. It’s easier to allow a 
lower grit to do the work quicker. 



FRONT RANGE WOODTURNERS

Page 2 

Turning a Sphere: 

There are many ways to turn a sphere. 
One method that works great for me I 
found on a DVD in the FRW library 
where Stuart Batty was demonstrating 
to a group of us FRWs. 

Here’s the process.  

• Rough out a somewhat spherical 
shape between centers, a little 
larger than the finished diameter. 
See Figure 1.  

• Turn a ‘jam’ chuck smaller than 
the finished diameter of the 
sphere and mount the turning in 
the chuck. Alignment of turning is 
important. Align the turning such 
that the center points of the head 
stock and tail stock are in the 
same plane, perpendicular to the 
lathe. To do this, just hold a pencil 
on the tool rest at the location of 
the headstock center point on the 
turning. Turn the piece until the 
tailstock center point is at the 
pencil level. Adjust until the pencil 
can be held and the sphere tail 
stock and head stock center 
points are in alignment. See 
Figure 2. Use masking tape to 
secure the sphere to the jam 
chuck. This will not be an actual 
jam fit.  

• With a 1/8” parting tool, score the 
sphere through the circle that 
connects the head/tail stock 
center points. Score it to the 
desired finished spherical 
diameter. See Figure 3. Take a 
pencil and mark all the bottom of 
the score. 

• With the sphere scored to depth, 
remount as shown in Figure 4 
aligning either the head or tail 
stock centers with the tail stock 
center cone. Retape with masking 
tape. The scoring is a perfect 
circle that produces a perfect 
sphere when rotated. Cut away 
everything on the outer 
hemisphere down to just flush with 
the bottom of the score. The 
pencil mark will still be showing. 
Sand. Flip the sphere 180° and 
repeat for the other hemisphere. 

You may like to have tailstock support 
for most of the hemisphere removal 
and just move it out of the way for 
getting to the last bit and for sanding. 

Note: Stuart Batty actually makes the 
jam chuck such that the sphere is held 
in place by t
tape. He then has to modify the jam 
chuck along the way. I find it easier to 
make the jam chuck to the size where 
it will work throughout the process 
using tape alone to hold the piece. 
Works fine for me. 

Ken Miller 
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Note: Stuart Batty actually makes the 
jam chuck such that the sphere is held 
in place by the tight fit and masking 
tape. He then has to modify the jam 
chuck along the way. I find it easier to 
make the jam chuck to the size where 
it will work throughout the process 
using tape alone to hold the piece. 
Works fine for me.  

Ken Miller – Newsletter Editor 

 

 

 

Perpetual Turning

Ken Miller
Segmented vase out of Red Oak, 
Walnut, Holly, and Bubinga w/ Tung 
Oil, Spar Varnish, and Turpentine 
finish. Asa P
first winning raffle ticket and chose the 
segmented vase

The concept is for the 
raffle to be the 
Perpetual Turning Project
member who wins the turning must 
bring another turning to the next 
month’s meeting. It’s an excellent 
chance for members to gain pieces 
made by 
can be as plain or fancy as you want. 
Beginners can participate just as much 
as advanced turners. If the member 
doesn’t want to make a turning, he/she 
can choose just the wood, and the 
next winner can take the turning.

Events of

July’s Demo
Bear Limvere
turning for June’s meeting. 

This is the style of hollow form, out of 
Aspen, demonstrated.

Perpetual Turning 

 
Ken Miller  – Perpetual Turning, 
Segmented vase out of Red Oak, 
Walnut, Holly, and Bubinga w/ Tung 
Oil, Spar Varnish, and Turpentine 

Asa Pysher  came up with the 
first winning raffle ticket and chose the 
segmented vase.  

The concept is for the first item in the 
raffle to be the item brought for the 
Perpetual Turning Project. The 
member who wins the turning must 
bring another turning to the next 
month’s meeting. It’s an excellent 
chance for members to gain pieces 

 other members. The turning 
can be as plain or fancy as you want. 
Beginners can participate just as much 
as advanced turners. If the member 
doesn’t want to make a turning, he/she 
can choose just the wood, and the 
next winner can take the turning. 

Events of July 

July’s Demo 
Bear Limvere demonstrated hollow 
turning for June’s meeting.  

 

This is the style of hollow form, out of 
Aspen, demonstrated. 
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No matter how well you 
demonstrate, there’s always a few, 
even in the front row, who just 
can’t see what you are 
demonstrating. Thanks Bear for 
precisely opening up the vessel 
top which had an opening too 
restricted for all to see the process 
of hollowing out the inside of a tall 
vessel. Seriously, it did help see 
the process; and, design 
opportunities arise even with the 
best of turners! 

 

 

 

 

Thanks Bear for doing a great job 
demonstrating hollow form turning! 

Josh Ellison’s 
Community Shop Tour 
Josh has created a community 
shop, open to the public through 
membership. His tour had a theme 
of unusual tools used for turning.  

 

He showed us how to use a hand 
plane to create a dowel of uniform 
diameter. 

 

 

 

Josh made a sphere turning tool 
out of a short length of stainless 
steel pipe, sharpened evenly, and 
mounted with a handle. Regular 
black pipe is too soft to hold an 
edge. He rough turns the sphere 
and then uses the handmade tool 
to fine tune the shape by rotating it 
around. A true sphere will have a 
circle cross-section regardless of 
where the section is taken. Hence, 
this is how the tool, rotated all 
around the rough sphere, works.  
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Media library at the community shop, 
complete with DVD’s books, and 
magazines. A respectable collection! 

 

The air-conditioned library also has a 
couch and TV for viewing DVD’s. Nice! 

Kids Spree 

 

Kids Spree volunteers (left to right) 
Warren Glover, Rick Orr, Ron Howard, 
Jason Springfield, Rick Fleming, Bob 
Carver, Ron Ainge, Jeff Burke. 

Jerry Smith’s Shop and 
Segmenting Tutorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An assortment of segmented vases. 

 

 

Jerry showing his use of a sled to cut 
segment pieces. 

 

 

Jerry uses the ‘minimal’ approach to 
glue usage, applying only the thinnest 
amount to one side of his segments. 
He uses quick connect band clamps to 
glue complete rings in one step.. 
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Jerry puts double sided tape on his 
waste block to build his vase. He 
clamps the sanded rings on using a 
vise, allowing glue to cure 15 to 20 
minutes before putting it on the lathe to 
prepare previously glued rings for the 
next ring. 

 

Jerry is applying blue dye. He puts it 
on heavy and lets it dry w/o wiping any 
excess off.  

 

Dye is dry and vase remounted to 
lathe. 

 

Vessel is sanded w/ 220 grit until the 
desired coloring is achieved. Sanding 

reduces the overall blue-ness, taking 
more off the summer wood while 
accenting the spring wood. 

Nice shop Jerry and a good 
presentation on Segmenting. It’s great 
to learn from others! 

News 

Rocky Mountain PBS 
Rocky Mountain PBS is airing 
“Woodturning Workshop” with Tim 
Yoder. Check the schedule. I think it is 
airing twice a week. Our barrage of 
requests last year paid off!  Drop them 
an email of appreciation so they’ll 
continue. 

Truckload of Cut offs 
Jerry Smith and Richard Kuivila had 
the opportunity to visit a 
cabinetmaker's workshop to clean out 
all of his cutoffs, shorts, and all other 
hardwood scraps. (2 pickup trucks full) 

Richard will have his truck load at the 
August FRW meeting, with the 
following procedure. 

The truck load will have been 
screened of all very small, thin, and 
otherwise considered unusable pieces.  

There are a variety of thicknesses 
(1/2" to 2" thick) and a large 
assortment of board widths and 
lengths.  

There is a wide variety of hardwoods 
including but not limited to the 
following: red oak, white oak, maple, 
cherry, walnut, mahogany, white ash, 
alder wood, hickory, pecan, and 
others.  

This kiln dried hardwood is excellent 
for use in segmented turning and a 
variety of other uses in your shop.  

This free wood will be available to any 
FRW members beginning PROMPTLY 
at 5 PM in the Rockler parking lot on a 
first come-first served basis. 

Please be thoughtful and considerate 
to share with other members. 

Voluntary donations to the wood raffle 
fund will be expected based on how 
much wood you take--you be the 
judge. 

Librarian’s Corner 
Mick Hanbury  and David J. Marks  
are our Artists of the Month. Available 
are four of Mike’s disc sets: Platters (3 
hrs 50 min), Boxes (4 hrs 40 min), 
Goblets (4 hrs 45 min), and Hollow 
Forms (4 hrs 45 min), respectively.   
Please borrow only 1 of the disc sets 
at a time so that the wealth may be 
shared with other FRW members. Also 
available is David’s DVD on Gilding & 
Chemical Patinations (91 min). David 
will present these topics at the 
upcoming Rocky Mountain 
Woodturning Symposium in Loveland 
in September, so this DVD is a great 
preview.  

Also new this month is Tony Cortese’s 
DVD on Relief Carved Embellishments 
(the full 101 min version to replace the 
6 minute “sampler”), and a copy of the 
AAW 2010 Symposium Handout 
(donated by Earl Waibel). 

I conducted an inventory on July 12, 
and there’s good news – only one 
DVD (MAH-04, Mike Mahoney on 
Hollow Forms & Urns – disappeared at 
the July meeting) and several 
magazines are missing (missing since 
2009 – marked on on-line listing).  
Hopefully the DVD will “show up.”  
Thanks for helping your Librarians to 
control your Library inventory! 

We could use the services of one more 
Assistant Librarian – please stop by 
the Library table to volunteer to help 
out! 

Please note that the cut-off for the 
Wait List is the Sunday evening before 
meetings. 

Dave Hawley -FRW Librarian 

Upcoming Symposiums 

12th Rocky Mountain 
Woodturning Symposium 

September 11-12. Loveland, CO 

www.rmwoodturningsymposium.com  

Segmented Turners 
Symposium 

Nov 11-14. Arrowmont-Gatlinburg, TN 
Web: www.segmentedwoodturners.org  



FRONT RANGE WOODTURNERS 

Page 6 

Denver Woodworking Show 

November 19-21. Denver Merchandise 
Mart 

http://cms.thewoodworkingshows.com/
cms/Home/DenverCO/tabid/76/Default
.aspx  

 Featured Providers 

Rocklers, Colorado Blvd, Denver, 
provides a 10% discount for club 
members – see the Rockler section 
near the end of the newsletter. Rockler 
will be keeping the cash register open 
until the end of the meeting break. Try 
to do your shopping before the end of 
the break, so that they can get out 
quickly after the end of the meeting.  

WOODCRAFT, 6770 S. Peoria St., 
Centennial, provides a 10% discount 
for FRW members.  

Wood Emporium, Loveland, provides 
a 10% discount for FRW members.  

Craft Supplies offers discounts which 
are obtained through group buys. 

Instant Gallery 
Note:  Members can now download the 
Instant Gallery information cards from 
the website. Click on Odds 'n' Ends 
and look under the Misc Forms section 
for the Show and Tell Information 
Cards. These cards help tell others 
pertinent information about your work. 
Please use them. There should still be 
cards at the meeting. Raise a stink if 
there aren’t any around.  

 

Advanced Challenge winner Ken Miller 

Beginner/Intermediate Challenge 
winner – No one!  Because no 
beginner/intermediate turner entered. 

 

 

Chris Hoehle – 8” dia x 2” Quilted 
Maple bowl w/walnut oil finish. I 
hope this finish wears well 
because the quilted maple draws 
fingers in to confirm illusions! Nice 
bowl! 

 

 

 

Chris Hoehle – Maple lidded 
vessel w/ transtint dyes and gel 
poly finish. 

 

 

 

Jeff Turner – Natural Edge 
Chinese Elm Bowl w/ Beal Buff 
finish. 

 

Dave Hawley – Plywood vessel w/ 
Beal Buff finish. 
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Fred Muzechenko – Cottonwood 
bowl. 

 

Fred Muzechenko – Black and 
White Ebony Pen and Pencil set. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Smith – Collection of 
segmented vases, three dyed and 
two natural finish. 

 

 

John Montague – Aspen w/ 
Pyrography and Lacquer finish. 
Excellent use of pyrography! 
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Ken Miller- Ash bowl w/ Tung Oil, 
Spar Varnish, and Turpentine 
finish. 

 

 

 

 

Ken Miller – Advanced turning 
challenge (multi axis turnings) 
winning entry. AAA Curly Maple 
bowl(s)(???) w/ Tung Oil, Spar 
Varnish, and Turpentine finish. 

 

 

Ken Miller – Multi axis entry out of 
Walnut w/ Tung Oil, Spar Varnish, 
and Turpentine finish. 

 

Ken Miller – Walnut plate w/ Tung 
Oil, Spar Varnish, and Turpentine 
finish. 

 

Ken Miller – Maple burl hollow 
form w/ Tung Oil, Spar Varnish, 
and Turpentine finish. 

 

 

Ken Miller – AAA Curly Maple bowl 
w/ Tung Oil, Spar Varnish, and 
Turpentine finish. 

 

 

 

 

Lavonne Kaiser – Balanced Bowl 
(AAW Journal) out of Red Oak w/ 
Danish Oil finish. 
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Steve Claycomb – Spruce salad 
bowl w/ mineral oil finish. 

 

Michael Roper – Walnut Burl 
hollow form w/ Wipe on Poly finish. 
We need to start picking through 
your wood stack! Amazing wood 
and form! 

 

Michael Roper – “Spilling Dots” out 
of Myrtle w/ Tung Oil finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Scott – Offset bowls (Turning 
Challenge) out of Maple w/ dyed 
rims, Crabapple. Finish is Genera 
Finish Arm-R-Seal. 

 

 

 

 

Roger Maxwell – “Architect” Maple 
and Alder bowl 18” diameter 
smooth finished on the inside, stair 
stepped on the outside, w/ oil and 
wax finish. 

 

 

Paul Russell – Purpleheart and 
Yellowheart segmented bowl w/ 
Polyurethane finish. 

 

 

 

 

Paul Russell – Elm Bowl w/ 
Polyurethane finish. 
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Ron Ainge – Maple, Epoxy, and 
Leather platter w/ wax buff finish. 

 

 

Tessa Strobel – Maple and Walnut 
segmented bowl w/ sanding sealer 
and Wipe On Poly finish. First bowl 
(and segmented at that!) Nice Job 
Tessa. Very clean design and 
workmanship. 

 

Storm – Miniature Belaying Pins 
on key chains out of aromatic 
cedar or poplar w/ cedar oil or 
archival wax finish. 

 

 

 

Storm – Belaying Pins for sailing 
ships out of Maple, Oak, and 
Poplar w/ archival wax finish. 

 

Storm – Baroque Sauntering Stick 
out of Brazilian and American 
Cherry w/ archival wax finish. 46” x 
2.5” diameter. 

 

 

Rockler  
Patronizing their store is the best 
“thank you” we can give Rockler for 
their generosity in letting us use their 
facilities for our ever-growing 
membership. Keep in mind that they 
keep the register open late on meeting 
nights just for us. Just be sure to 
complete any purchases no later than 
the mid-meeting break so these poor 
guys can start shutting down and go 
home. 

As always – all FRW members get 
10% off all items, except electrical or 
sale items, all the time. Just present 
your FRW membership card at time of 
purchase. (Note: This offer is only 
good at the Denver retail location, and 
is not valid for any other location or for 
Internet purchases.) 

If you have suggestions for tools or 
materials that Rockler can carry, 
contact Rich Johnson, manager of the 
Denver store. Rockler web site: 
www.rockler.com. 
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Web Stuff 
The Front Range WoodTurners Web 
site address: 

www.frontrangewoodturners.org 

Get the latest information about 
upcoming events, meetings, and view 
the excellent photos of the instant 
gallery. 

Other sites of interest: 
www.oneofakindsf.com  
Rocky Mtn Woodturners, Ft Collins @ 
www.rmwt.org  
www.robert-sorby.co.uk  
www.verinet.com/-drmelli/rmwt.htlm 
www.lathes.co.uk 
www.woodworkingbasics.com 
www.treelineusa.com 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 
www.kestrelcreek.com 
www.choicewoods.com 
www.woodturner.com 
www.woodturningonline.com 
www.kazistudio.com � 

Classifieds 
No active Classifieds for August 
Newsletter. 

Please note: All advertising in the 
Classifieds is free, but please be sure 
to notify the newsletter editor if an item 
is no longer for sale. 

Ad Policy – All ads that are older than 
3 months will be deleted, unless you 
contact the newsletter editor. 
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